Understanding a Rabbit Pedigree:
Pedigree:  a written record of ancestors- includes at least the name or id number for each ancestor.  It can also include a lot of other information. I try to include as much as possible.  Complete Pedigree:  has the name or ear #, the variety/color and the weight of each ancestor for the 3 generations behind the rabbit- parents, grand parents, great grand parents.  If you want to register the rabbit or get a Grand Champion certificate the rabbit must have a complete pedigree. Note- for registration/grand champion certificate purposes: it is ok if some ancestors have weights that are a little to heavy or to light to be within the show range.  It is ok if non showable colors are on some of the ancestors.  It is your registered/grand champion rabbit that must be correct for weight and color.
Rabbit Pedigree:  Sire – the father of the individual                                Dam – the mother of the individual



G Sire – grandsire
G Dam – grand mother
GG Sire – great grand sire





GG Dam – great grand mother
GGG Sire – great great grandsire, etc.

Ear # or # - the indentification tattoo in the rabbit's ear

Wt – the weight of the rabbit:   pounds.ounces

Var or Variety – the color of the rabbit, broken means the color is broken with white, like a black and white rabbit

Reg # - this rabbit is registered with the American Rabbit Breeders Association (ARBA), it did not have any show disqualifications at 
the time 
of registration.

GC # - this rabbit has earned earned enough "legs" at ARBA rabbit shows to be registered as a Grand Champion.  Each Grand 
Champion certificate has a unique number.

1 of 4 @ HTRC 2012 or 1st HTRC 4-12 – this rabbit won 1st place in its class with 4 entries at the High Time Rabbit Club show in 
April 2012. Meat Pen award – some breeders will indicate if this rabbit was a member of a winning meat pen.
BOV – this rabbit was the best of its color variety at the show, the colors are shown separately in most breeds.

BOSV – best of opposite sex to the BOV at the show.  If this rabbit is a doe, you know the BOV was a buck.

BOG – best of group, some breeds have so many colors that they are shown in groups like self colors, shaded colors, etc.

BOSG – best of opposite group, best of the opposite sex to the best of group winner.

BOB or BOB of 44– best of breed or best of breed of the 44 rabbits entered in that breed

BOS – best of opposite sex to the best of breed rabbit
Best 4 Class or Best 6 Class – best rabbit of all the 4 class or 6 class rabbits in the show.  4 class breeds mature at less than 9 pounds 
and 6 class breeds mature at over 9 pounds.

BIS  – best rabbit in the show 
RBIS -  reserve best in show (the second best rabbit in the show) 

Fur or Wool award – the rabbit was entered in and won a fur or wool class where the rabbit's body was not judged, only it's fur.

So what does it all mean?


A pedigree full of show wins and registered rabbits can look impressive.  There are also a lot of show quality rabbits without a bunch of awards in their pedigree.  Not everyone takes the time to include the wins in all of their pedigrees even if the ancestors have been shown.  Some ancestors may not have been shown because they were better at producing winners than being winners themselves.  Some breeders may have "in between" generations: a good show rabbit produces offspring that are not shown but used for breeding to improve the next generation of rabbits.  I use in between generations. It is also quite common to see ancestors that have more "legs" that they need for a grand championship but the breeder never paid to register the rabbit or paid to get the GC certificate printed for their own reasons.

What do I look for in a pedigree?  1.  A complete pedigree because I like to register most of my rabbits.  It gives the pedigree some proof of the quality of the ancestors.  Weights are the information most frequently missing.  After all, you know who your rabbits are and what color they are; but how often do you take your scale down to the barn and record everybodies weight?  
2.  Now I look at the names and tattoo numbers- which bloodline(s) are involved, or is it a mix of genetics? Does it have a chance of  consistently producing the kind of rabbits that I want?  A mix might produce a mix of qualities in the offspring for several more generations.  Some bloodlines are known for interbreeding very well (it helps if they are related).  Other bloodlines do not cross well.  
It is common for the young of the first bloodline crossbreeding not be very good because it can take a few more generations to "gather" up the genetics that you want.  Keep the best buck and doe and their parents from that first cross and "keep on truckin"!
3.  Weights of the ancestors.  I am looking to see the average size of the bloodline(s).  Large, small or inconsistent.  It is very easy to stunt a rabbit's growth so it is small, it is more difficult to raise large breeds to be to big to be shown.  In dwarf breeds it is often easy to raise them to be to big and more difficult to raise them healthy to be too small.  Inconsistent weights can be management issues but more likely mixed genetics – not one bloodline. 
4.  Colors or varieties.  What are the chances this rabbit will produce the colors that you want. Are they genetically compatible or can you expect a bunch of non showable colors?  A pedigree that is mostly the same color (black for example) will probably have really good color genetics – less scattered white hairs, less white toenails, etc.  A good castor pedigree might have a red in the background to keep the castor color good.  A blue might have a black behind it, etc.  Many non showable colors are very useful for creating or enhancing a color that you want.  Ask the breeder and research color genetics when you can, it may be worth it!
Please visit the ARBA website and other rabbit websites for more information on shows, genetics, husbandry, etc.
