Some terms and "definitions" common to the dog fancy in my own words:

* has a website, sorry no links put in yet.
Agility - an obstacle course that the dog is trained to complete as fast as possible, may contain jumps, teeter toters, tunnels, climbing frames, etc.

Beginning Obedience – very similar to Rally Obedience.  You can compete at your own pace with your dog on leash, the excersises are a bit different.  A fun way to show your dog.  Please see the AKC for more information.
Breed ring - the conformation ring where the dogs' are judged on how well they conform to their breed standard
Breed Specific Laws - some areas may ban particular breeds of dogs.  Please check your locality for such restrictions BEFORE you bring that new puppy home!
Breed Standard - the description of the ideal purebred of that breed
Carrier - the dog carries a gene that is associated with a genetic disease but is not affected or suffer from it.  It's offspring may or may not inherit the gene.
CEA (Collie Eye Anomaly) - a condition that can cause blindness in Collies, Shelties and other breeds.
Campaign - to show a dog in several events usually to earn titles, points, a record of wins, etc.
Coat - the hair of the dog.
* CGCC  (Canine Good Citizen Certificate) - certifies that the dog (purebred or mixed breed) has passed the AKC's Canine Good Citizen Test.  A simple test which evaluates the dog's manners, personality, some simple training and grooming. 
*  CERF  (Canine Eye Registration Foundation) - indicates the the dog's eyes have been examined by a specially trained veterinarian for physical defects. 
*  CHIC (Canine Health Information Center) maintains records of dogs that have passed a number of health tests.  You can look up a "CHIC" dog on their website. 
Conformation - how the dog physically conforms to the ideal structure for its breed.
Crop, Cropped - usually refers to the ears being surgically altered.
Dock, docked - usually refers to the dog's tail being surgically altered.
"Full" Registration - the offspring may be registered by the buyer/owner without the breeder's approval.
Guard Dog - a dog with the ability (size, power, personality, training) to actually stop ahuman intruder.
Herding Dog - may protect livestock when it is with it but its primary job is to move the herd as the shepherd directs.  Herding dogs do not usually live in the field with the livestock.  It is usually a completely different instinct than livestock protection, very few dogs have both instincts.  
Limited registration or papers - the registry will not register this dog's offspring unless this dog's breeder approves.
Livestock Protection Dog - usually stays with, lives with,  or follows the herd to be protected. Rarely if ever makes the herd move in a particular direction.  Usually a defferent instinct than herding.  Very few dogs have both instincts.


*  MDR1 - the gene that causes some collies and some other dogs to be allergic or extra sensitive to a number of drugs including common heartworm medications and the Immodium anti diarheal.  Genetic testing currently $70 at: MDR1 testing *
Nc (non carrier) - the dog has been tested for a gene that can cause blindness
Ne (normal eye) - indicates the dog's eyes have been examined and found free of physical defects.
Obedience - a competition where the dog has to obey a variety of commands designed to make a dog more well mannered and or more useful.
*  OFA (Orthopedic  Foundation for Animals) - evaluates and records many canine disease including hip and elbow dysplasia, hypothyroidism, patellas (the        dog's knees) among many others. You can research breed health and verify an individual dog's record on their website.
 
Rally obedience - a form of competition that can be performed at your own pace and is easier to do with dogs in training.  A fun way to get started showing.
Papers/Papered - indicates the dog has a registration certificate or registration application and a pedigree or access to a pedigree.  NEVER, EVER accept a "Papered dog" without the papers with it!!  Most promises of "the papers will be mailed to the buyer later" never happen
Pedigree - a written record containing of several generations of ancestors, a variety of information may be included like name, number, color, titles earned, health tests.  Pedigrees can often be ordered from a registry's database if that dog or its parents are registered in it.
Registration Application - a form that indicates a dog can be recorded with a chosen name in a registry's database in a particular owner's name, not that it already is!
Registration Certificate - certifies that the dog with a name is recorded in a registry's database to a particular owner.
Rough (Rough Collie) - longhaired.  Lassie was a sable colored rough collie.
Smooth (Smooth Collie) - smooth haired, simalar to German Shepherd hair. The smooth's head, body and personality are identical to the Rough Collie.
Transfer - the application to transfer the record of ownership  or who owns the dog in the registry's database.
"Typy" - good breed type, represents the breed well physically.
Variety - accepted or normal differences within a breed, long hair vs. short hair, for example.
*  vWD (von Willebrand's Disease) - a bleeding disorder that can be genetically tested for by Vetgen Lab.
Watch Dog (alarm dog) - Barks at intruders, or will otherwise let you know that they are there.  But can't physically stop one.  Think of a small dog on your ankle, most annoying but you can still walk!
 

