Getting ready for your new puppy checklist from Desert Kennels
          Things to do:                                                                    Things to get:

	
	Researched the breed or
 I am already familiar with it.
	
	A leash and collar 

that will fit for the ride home.

	
	Comfortable with the breeder I have chosen.

Had at least one phone conversation with the breeder, not just emails!
	
	food and water dishes
easy to clean, hard to tip over

bring them for the trip home

	
	Verified with landlord and local laws that I can keep the puppy/breed that I want.
	
	a puppy crate for the ride home if it's a long trip
(a roll of paper towals for bedding, trash bag)

	
	Reserved the puppy I want.
	
	puppy food

	
	Read or signed a copy of contract, payment plan, guarantees, or other paperwork so I know what to expect.
	
	puppy bed at home 
(DK uses economy white towals- they wash easily,  cheap to replace, and all human towals in the house are another color)

	
	Asked the breeder: (specific questions)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________


	
	Puppy crate for the house- An adult size crate will not have to be replaced soon.  Plastic "airline" crates contain "accidents" and have waterproof floors.  Wire crates allow more airflow, but no shade, and puppy might pull something in between the wires to chew on.  Fitted covers are available for wire crates.

	
	Asked the breeder about diet recommendations.
	
	a good puppy raising/training book

	
	Visited the Dog Food Advisor.com 
to check diet quality or consider other diets.
	
	a good breed book

	
	Chosen a vet for the puppy, 

one familiar with that breed!
	
	a puppy brush- let it get used to grooming 

	
	Confirmed pick up or delivery appointment with the breeder.______________________

____________________________________
	
	safe puppy toys- thin rubber can be ripped up and swallowed; small parts can be swallowed. 

	
	Discussed puppy's rules with the family & children to avoid confusing the puppy. 

(Kids let the pup on the couch, then the parent punishes the puppy.)
	
	ordered NuVet Plus (order code 45950)
1-800-474-7044    www.nuvet.com

to help puppy stay healthy and happy

	
	puppy proofed the home
	
	

	
	puppy proofed the yard
	
	

	
	Made a vet appointment for the new puppy's health check.
	
	Picking up the puppy:

	
	Set up the puppy's area before it comes home
	
	Is puppy clean and healthy looking?

	
	Breeder's book recommendations:

_____________________________________
	
	A nervous puppy is to be expected, but is it should not be biting in self defense or too terrified, you should be able to comfort it.

	
	Ask the breeder for website recommendations:
	
	Pay any remaining $ for puppy.

	
	_____________________________________
	
	Sign and receive copies of remaining paperwork. Get registration papers signed.

	
	Breede's vet and groomer recommendations:
	
	Last minute questions?

	
	_____________________________________
	
	Fit the collar and leash before the pup escapes your arms!

	
	
	
	some of the breeder's puppy food

	
	_____________________________________
_____________________________________
	
	Lock the car if the pup will be in it alone, and check the temperature, sun light and windows- prevent heat stroke!


