Buyer Beware Tips:

Internet purchases:  Ask for a customized photo of the puppy before sending any money or deposit.  Like your name on a slip of paper beside the pup, etc. Just to make sure the seller actually has a puppy to sell.  If the puppy has had a health check by a vet, ask which one.  Look up the vet in the yellow pages and talk to him or her on the phone.  Especially in the case of a puppy coming in on an airplane.   Since each vet may have their own form for air travel health checks an airline can easily be fooled by a fake.    There is no excuse for a legitimate vet not being in the phone book.  If you use PayPal to send money they may be able to help you if the purchase is unsatisfactory.  

Never accept a papered dog unless the "papers" are physically with it!!  Most promises of "the seller will mail the papers to the buyer later" for what ever excuse NEVER COME TRUE!!!!     If the pup's parent (s) are supposedly registered but the pup's papers are "in the mail" demand to see the registration paper (s) or demand a lower price.  Get a photocopy of the receipt from the registry that indicates the papers may be in the mail.  If any titles or health tests or show wins are advertised the seller should be able to produce records, prizes or documents to prove it.  A contract or receipt that clearly outlines what the buyer and seller are responsible for is highly recommended.  Remember, no matter how cute the puppy its up to you to walk away if something isn't right or accept the risk.

My puppies go home with their registration application that you can mail in (or do online) and pay for. OR If you haven't registered the pup by the time I send in the litter record I can include the pup's new name at a discounted litter rate.   I started doing this because I still have a sheltie pup out there that isn't registered to the buyer.  The buyer received the paper application with the puppy, didn't get around to mailing it in, lost it, and now doesn't want to pay the AKC's $80 late fee. 

Example of a buying scam:  Buyer will send you a check for way more than the price of the puppy, ask you to cash it through your bank account, give his shipping agent the "change" and the puppy; then your bank account will be $3000 overdrawn when it is discovered the check or money order or cashier's check was a fake or a real one that had a "stop payment" put on it.    

 Example of selling scams:   Some one in a foreign country can't keep a puppy so it is for sale "cheap", you send them the purchase price and the astronomical shipping fee, you never receive a puppy.  Since it is an international transaction you never get any results legally.    You see a cute picture of a puppy for sale on the internet, send money, and receive a different puppy or no puppy or no papers because the photo was stolen or the papers lied about.  Its ok to demand a customized picture of the puppy (with a specific object or note with your name on it in the photo).  Its ok to look up the vet that did the vet check in the phone book and call him.  If he isn't in the phone book he or the vet check certificate is probably a fake.  Its ok to demand a picture of the papers or vet check  (though certain numbers or other info may be blacked out to avoid the papers being stolen).

Stolen/Fake Papers:  If you suspect a pedigree or registration application or certificate are fake:  Both the AKC and UKC offer genetic testing and so do some independent labs..  AKC fee is currently $35 and the UKC $49.  The DNA tests verify the dog's individual parents, not its breed or combination of breeds.  There is at least one laboritory on the internet that claims to be able to genetically verify the breeds in a dog.  Since the DNA program started I am now much more comfortable posting my dogs pedigrees publicly.  If you suspect that your dog really isn't from my kennel (but it claims to be) please contact me.
 
